
STRATEGIC INVESTMENT GRANT: 

TOURISM SIGN 
PROGRAM



 

Fiscal Year 2027 Tourism Sign Program Grant Guidelines 
Explore Tualatin Valley (ETV) is pleased to offer this competitive, reimbursable grant program 
for eligible tourism businesses participating or looking to participate in Oregon’s Travel 
Information Council (TIC) Highway Business Sign Program. This program enhances 
wayfinding and increases visibility for tourism businesses across Oregon by placing directional 
signage on state highways and interstates. Funding for this program comes in part from 
Travel Oregon and the Regional Cooperative Tourism Program (RCTP). 

Through this grant opportunity, ETV aims to strengthen Tualatin Valley’s tourism infrastructure 
and promote economic growth by assisting eligible individual businesses with costs directly 
associated with the OTIC Sign production, installation, and/or one year of annual fees. 
The purpose of this grant is to: 

●​ Offset the financial burden associated with applying for OTIC Highway Business Signs 
●​ Increase exposure and visitation to eligible attractions and tourism-related businesses 
●​ Foster equitable access to tourism marketing infrastructure, especially for rural and 

underrepresented communities. 

Eligibility 

To qualify for funding, applicants must meet the following criteria: 

●​ Be one of the following: 
○​ Non-profit 501(c) organizations  
○​ Confederated tribes  
○​ For-profit businesses 

●​ Meet all OTIC Sign Program eligibility requirements depending on which sign category 
the business fits into: 

○​ Tourism-Oriented Signs 
○​ Museum or Historic Signs 
○​ Off-Interstate Signs 
○​ Interstate Logo Signs 

●​ Located and conduct business in Washington County, Oregon 
●​ Be open to the public 
●​ Be in good standing with all local, state, and federal regulations 
●​ Receive approval from OTIC 

Ineligibility 

●​ Government and municipal entities 
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Priorities Given: 

●​ Businesses who do not currently have any OTIC signage 
●​ Renewals who did not receive funding during the FY 2026 grant cycle 

Grant Cycle 
 
Grant Eligibility Cycle: June 12, 2026 - June 14, 2027. All awards will be distributed by July 
2027. 
 
Businesses must have approval from OTIC before applying for ETV’s Sign Program Grant. 
 
Application Process 

●​ Application Submission to Tourism Information Council* 
○​ Complete the online or PDF application form for your specific type of business via 

the TIC Website 
■​ Tourism-Oriented (Recreational, Historical, Cultural, Agricultural 

[Vineyard, Winery, Tasting Room, Tours/Trails, Brewery, Distillery, Coffee 
Roasting/Tasting]) 

■​ Museum or Historical Site 
■​ Off-Interstate Highway Sign 
■​ Interstate Logo Sign 

○​ NOTE: TIC Applications take about 15-20 minutes to complete 
●​ Receive Approval from TIC 
●​ Complete ETV Grant Application Upon Application Approval from TIC 

○​ Required Documentation 
■​ Submit proof of payment for eligible expenses (invoices and receipts) 
■​ Provide confirmation of signage approval and/or installation (photos or 

TIC correspondence) 
■​ Organization W-9 if grant amount totals $600 or more 

●​ Deadline 
○​ Applications must be received by Monday, June 14, 2027 . Late applications will 

not be accepted. All awards will be sent by July 2027. 
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Eligible Expenses 

This is a reimbursable grant. Awards will be disbursed after successful approval and 
payment to TIC is submitted. Eligible reimbursable expenses include: 

●​ Annual fees (up to one year) for each sign 
●​ TIC’s logo sign fabrication costs 

Ineligible expenses: 

●​ Operational, Administrative or Staffing costs 
●​ Non-TIC signage or unrelated marketing materials 
●​ Late fees or penalties 

Funding Available 
●​ Funding for this competitive grant program is limited and available on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Applications will be reviewed until all available funds have been 
awarded.  

●​ Once the total funding allocation is exhausted, no further applications will be approved or 
reimbursed. Affected applications will be notified, if affected.  

●​ Maximum grant award: Up to $2500 reimbursement per applicant 
●​ Funding dependent upon which type of signage applicant is seeking​

 
Evaluation Criteria 

Applications will be evaluated based on: 

●​ Clarity and completeness of application 
●​ Alignment with program goals and TIC eligibility 

Questions? 

If you’ve read the FAQs for each type of sign and you still have questions, contact the TIC Sign 
Program staff: 
 

●​ Sue VanHandel (sue.vanhandel@tic.oregon.gov), Sign Program Assistant: 
503-373-0086 

●​ Diane Cheyne (diane.cheyne@tic.oregon.gov), Sign Program Administrator: 
503-373-0871 

●​ General Email: contact.tic@tic.oregon.gov; 503-378-4508 
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For questions about the ETV application only, contact: 
 

●​ Ariel Lessens​
Ariel@TualatinValley.org ​
971-727-8477 

This ETV Tourism Sign Program Reimbursement Grant is not affiliated with the Oregon Travel 
Information Council. All signage approvals are subject to TIC review and compliance. 

 
ABOUT US 

 
Established in 1983 as “Washington County Visitors Association”, Explore Tualatin Valley (ETV) 
is a non-profit destination marketing and destination development organization, funded by 26% 
of the transient lodging tax (TLT) generated and collected in Washington County. ETV’s role is to 
identify and market to out-of-area-visitors, with the mission to increase overnight visitation in 
Washington County, (known as “Tualatin Valley” to consumers). 

 
VISION 

Tualatin Valley is known as a diverse and inspiring Oregon destination where urban 
sophistication and rural authenticity meet. 
 

MISSION 
Explore Tualatin Valley cultivates a thriving destination through approachable and inclusive 
visitor experiences, sustainable economic impact, and exceptional quality of life. 
 

CORE VALUES 

Foundation​
We serve as a platform for cultural and economic growth​
​
Inspiration​
We spark big ideas and big experiences​
​
Relevance​
We focus on what truly matters to our visitors and our communities​
​
Tomorrow​
We propel our destination forward with vision and agility​
​
Heart​
We are rooted in—and connected to—our place 
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